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Abstract
As a result of the Ministry of Higher Education's strategic and strong thrust to enhance research and innovation in
private universities in Malaysia, the work world of professionals in tertiary education has been redefined, with an
emphasis on academic research. To get to grips with the dynamics of the changing institutional practices, policies,
purposes and new forms of work demanding new skills, tools and resources, Engestrom's activity theory with its focus
on change is relevant. Activity Theory affords a gestalt view of and a multi-level analysis from the individual,
interactional and collective perspectives. It unpacks interdependencies and relations between subjects, objects, tools,
community, rules and division of labor. Activity Theory also discusses issues of power, agency and how systemic
changes are shaped by history and culture. Such systemic and multi-faceted changes result in tensions described as
'contradictions' that is a core principle of Activity Theory which explains and potentially creates new forms of
development. Data to mirror the changing research culture of four private universities was obtained from semi-
structured interviews with 10 academics. The data revealed many contradictions in the research practices of Malaysian
private universities; contradictions in the division of labor, rules, norms and traditions, instruments and policies and
among communities. Pointing out the central contradictions of the system can prove to be diagnostic as it may chart
the situation, recognize the problems and point to possibilities for development. © Universiti Putra Malaysia Press

Author keywords
Activity theory  Contradictions  Private universities  Research culture

Altbach, P.L., Lewis, L.S. 
The academic profession in international perspective 
(1997) The International Academic Profession: Portraits of Fourteen Countries.  . 
Altbach, P.G. (ed), Princeton, NJ: Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching 

 

◅ Back to results

 Export  Download  Print  E-mail  Save to PDF ⋆ Add to List  ▻More...

Pertanika Journal of Social Science and Humanities
Volume 22, Issue 2, 1 June 2014, Pages 521-537

Thuraisingam, T.a  Hukam Parvinder, K.a  David, M.K.b  Nair, V.a  

a

b

 View references (28)

ISSN: 01287702
Source Type: Journal
Original language: English

Document Type: Article
Publisher: Universiti Putra Malaysia

 ▻View in search results format

     All Export  Print  E-mail  Save to PDF Create bibliography

1

Cited 51 times

PlumX Metrics
Usage, Captures, Mentions,
Social Media and Citations
beyond Scopus.

Metrics 

1 Citation in Scopus

35th Percentile

0.81 Field-Weighted

Citation Impact

Cited by 1 document

, 
(2016) African Journal of Library
Archives and Information Science

Inform me when this document
is cited in Scopus:

Related documents

(2015) Activity Theory in
Education: Research and Practice

(2011) ReCALL

  ▻View all metrics



A survey of sustainable curation
in research repositories of higher
education institutions in
Southern Africa

 van Wyk, B. du Toit, A.S.A.

View details of this citation

 ▻Set citation alert  ▻Set citation feed

The application of activity theory
in identifying contradictions in a
university blended learning
course

Gedera, D.S.P.

Using Activity Theory to
understand the contradictions in
an online transatlantic
collaboration between student-
teachers of English as a Foreign
Language

Antoniadou, V.

Activity theory as theoretical
framework to understand service
design

https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/home.uri?zone=header&origin=searchbasic
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/results/results.uri?sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory&st2=&sid=a10472db867f37aae5810d814d0bc6f7&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=100&s=TITLE%28Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory%29&offset=1&origin=recordpage
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/sourceid/19600162021?origin=recordpage
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/authid/detail.uri?authorId=49664159700&amp;eid=2-s2.0-84908871499
mailto:thavamalar.thuraisingam@taylors.edu.my
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/authid/detail.uri?authorId=56407194500&amp;eid=2-s2.0-84908871499
mailto:parvinder.h@taylors.edu.my
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/authid/detail.uri?authorId=26038032000&amp;eid=2-s2.0-84908871499
mailto:mdavid@um.edu.my
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/authid/detail.uri?authorId=54888701000&amp;eid=2-s2.0-84908871499
mailto:vicky.nair@taylors.edu.my
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/search/submit/references.uri?sort=plf-f&src=r&imp=t&sid=cd4c78a4e9368ea43fc579936dbab4eb&sot=rec&sdt=citedreferences&sl=23&s=EID%282-s2.0-84908871499%29&origin=recordpage&citeCnt=1&citingId=2-s2.0-84908871499
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-84908871499&refeid=2-s2.0-0006845084&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=dummy
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/standard/help.uri?topic=12031
javascript:void(0)
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/record/display.uri?origin=citedby&eid=2-s2.0-85019944858&citeCnt=1&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory&st2=&sid=a10472db867f37aae5810d814d0bc6f7&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=100&s=TITLE%28Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory%29&relpos=0
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/authid/detail.uri?origin=citedby&authorId=55747191900&zone=
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/authid/detail.uri?origin=citedby&authorId=7003871925&zone=
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-84908871499&src=s&origin=recordpage
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/alert/form/document.uri?eid=2-s2.0-84908871499&ATP=document&discoveryEngineID=scopusdoccite&discoveryEventID=NEW&mode=C&AID=NEW&origin=recordpage&view=extended
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/results/rss/handler.uri?citeEid=2-s2.0-84908871499
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/record/display.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=relatedDocuments&eid=2-s2.0-85018228267&citeCnt=1&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory&st2=&sid=a10472db867f37aae5810d814d0bc6f7&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=100&s=TITLE%28Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory%29&relpos=0
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=56893870000&zone=relatedDocuments
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/record/display.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=relatedDocuments&eid=2-s2.0-84855609879&citeCnt=1&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory&st2=&sid=a10472db867f37aae5810d814d0bc6f7&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=100&s=TITLE%28Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory%29&relpos=1
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=54890108800&zone=relatedDocuments
https://ezproxy.um.edu.my:2279/record/display.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=relatedDocuments&eid=2-s2.0-44449131324&citeCnt=1&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory&st2=&sid=a10472db867f37aae5810d814d0bc6f7&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=100&s=TITLE%28Research+culture+of+private+universities+in+Malaysia%3a+Using+contradictions+in+activity+theory%29&relpos=2

