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FLIPPING THE GRID: USING IDENTITY CONSTRUCTION TO ADVANCE LANGUAGE
ACQUISITION

Kalai Vaani Rajandram’, Kaishan, Kong?
Taylor’s University

Abstract

Facilitating teaching and learning of the English language has pivoted into realms where the use of apps
has become a typical feature in the classroom. Studies have indicated how using these apps have resulted
in some form of increased acquisition of the four skills. Its accessibility has also enabled synchronous and
asynchronous focus group discussions, writing circles and formations of other skill-based and interest-
‘eroup communities to emerge. Utilizing these apps to study how students acquire language and to source
for language exercises is limiting. There i lterature tracing language usage to the construction of identity,
but studies have focused more on social media platforms and their relationship with this construction.
Hence, this study explored a commonly used platform in the language classroom, Flipgrid, to trace its
bearing on identity in relation to intercultural competence. Through language tasks via video sharing
between students in a Malaysian University and a US University, this study gathered empirical material
over a 7-week period to ascertain how their conversations provided insights into identity building. This
facilitated the educator in choosing context, deciding approach, targeting language skills, and creating
informed student-writers in the language classroom as an extension to language acquisition.
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