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Abstract

Educators have acknowledged that they are ill-equipped and have ot had ample opportunities
to be formally instructed on ways to read and study literature resulting in a lack of effectiveness
in the classroom. There is a dearth of accessible processes in which the educator can follow,
which illustrates how meaning is constructed in reading and studying literature. Hence, this study
addressed this gap by bringing to the fore a process that educators can adapt to enhance their
reading and studying of Malaysian Literature in English (MLIE). This was achieved through
negotiating meanings between text, context and audience using digital ethnography as a
platform. The study employed a narrative ethnography approach as outiined by Gubrium and
Holstein (2009) where the writers of selected fiction were engaged online with the researcher
(educator) over a period of time so that this study could gain insights into the interactional and
situational terrains of the narratives of newer voices. This focus was complemented by the use
of a form of Netnography, as proposed by Kozinets (2010). Netnography was utilised to elicit
audience (student) responses via a selected online platform. It was through these online channels
of engagement with the writers and the students, the researcher was able to experience one way
in which meanings can be co-constructed in the attempt to read and study texts more adequately.
This exploration brought about thematic implications, the necessity to orientate to reality, the
alignment of meanings to local relevancies, the highlighting of how place and space are contested
today, and the promotion of recognition of forms of social cohesion. These findings also provided
a more informed way for text selection and new teaching strategies for the educator in the
literature classroom.
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