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Abstract

The agricultural sector in Malaysia is currently faced with the problem of the need for foreign workers. This

situation is worrying the govemment if the issue is not resolved soon. This study aims to find out the interests of

youths towards the oil palm agricultural sector. In addition, the study will also examine the extent to which

knowledge has a significant correlation with interest. The study will also look at the role of socialization in fostering

youth interest. Ifthe youth get adequate exposure and accurate information, the country will be able to attract more

youth to get involved in the agricultural sector and reduce dependence on foreign labour. This study employs both

primary and secondary data collection methods. The collection of primary data was through surveys conducted by

distributing questionnaires to form 2 and 4 students at Krau Primary School in Temerloh. This school was chosen

because most of the students'parents are oil palm small scale farmers. In addition, the same questionnaires were

also distributed to youth aged between 13-30 years in villages around Temerloh, Pahang. Overall respondents

totaled 303. The findings shows that, knowledge and interest of youth towards oil palm farming is average.

Knowledge has a sigrrificant correlation with interest. Socialization plays an important role in fostering interest

among youth. Therefore, the study suggests that opinion leaders play a key role in restoring confidence in the future

of the youth towards a career in the oil palm industry.
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1. Introduction

Malaysian oil palm industry is the fourth largest contributor to the national economy and currently

accotrnts for RM1,889 (8%) of Gross National Income (GIt[) per capita. The industry coverc the entire

value chain from plantations to downstream activities. The government has set a target of high GNI

contribution for the oil palm industry, which accounted for approximately RM178.0 billion in 2020

compared with the current GM contribution of RM52.7 billion (http://www.theborneopost.com/).

At the sams time, the govemment will ensure that all efforts to achieve this goal are in line with the

concept of"inclusiveness" and "sustainability". To achieve these objectives, efforts to bring young people

to get involved in this sector is very important. Hall (2013) observed that the participation of young
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people in the sector is very low, especially in developing countries. Not many are aware that involvement

in the palm oil industry is related to many other types of work. The study examined the relationship

between knowledge and youth interest in oil palm agricultural sector and also to identify the role of

socialization especially opinion leader in fostering youth interest. Ifthe youth get enough exposure, the

country will be able to attract more youth to get involved in the agricultural sector and reduce dependence

on foreign labour.

2. Literature review: the issues of youth in agricultural sector

The definition of youth by Ministry of Youth and Sports ( 1 995) refers to those aged between 1 5 to 40

years based on several reasons, such as according to the definition made by the Malaysian Youth Council

(MBM), considered mature and able to think positively related to youth programs; and most of the

population consists of youth. Youth generally refers to man or women who are young, have abundance

energy and strength both mentally and physically (Bahaman et a1., 2010). Youth is the main focus acting

as the backbone and catalyst for the country economic development goals (Bahaman et a1., 2010). United

Nation categorized youth as those between 15-24 years old (Bahaman et al., 2010). In this study, youth is

refer to those between aged 14 to 30 years old.

Youth participation in the agricultural sector in many developing countries is very low, basically

because the sector is extremely unattractive as result of risks, ineff,rciency, costs and its labor-intensive

nature (Hall 2013). Bress-Biney (2013) concludes that the importance of agriculture to the development

of Ghana economy cannot be overemphasized and therefore should be attractive and lucrative to employ

the youth and serve as a catalyst for the overall development of the country's economy In order to

motivate the youth to view agriculture as a career opportunity a general intervention must be targeted

towards those within and outside the school system by enticing and sensitizing them. Hall (2013) also

concluded that those youth within the school system must be targeted and those outside the school system

must be lured and sensitized.

The poor state of youth participation in agricultural activities in Nigeria has been a matter of great

concern among agriculturists, agricultural researchers as well as administrators. One of the major setbacks

of agicultural development programs is attributed to the inability of the federal government to integrate

youths into the mainstream of the numerous agricultural development programs implemented over the

years (Ijere, 1992). For a country to attain economic stability the agricultural sector must be vibrant arrd

the youths encouraged imbibing farming as a noble profession (Ojediran, 1997). Youths have the

potential to overcome some of the major constraints to expanding arumal production in developing

countries such as pest control, feeding, genetic improvement and protection against predators because
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they are often more open to new ideas and then adult farmers. They play an important role in awareness

rising on different subjects (Ijere,1992).

In such countries as Great BritairL Netherlands, Denmark, Germany, the United States of America and

Tarlz,aria, the involvement of youths in agricultural production through youth programs had contributed

significantly to agricultural development and empowering the citizewy and youths to always meet the full

needs and deep seated aspiration to be self-sufficient in food production (FAO, 1990). Indeed, since the

youths are the future of any country, it is useful to develop them into patriotic citizens, future progressive

farmers and better citizens. The youth clubs are the nurseries for them (Ajayi, 2006).

The agriculture sector in Malaysia, like most developing nation, plays significant roles in the country's

economic development functioning as food supplier, employment provider, export earner and provider of
raw materials for the agro-based industries. The development path for this industry has been painted with

various mix of strategy driven by goals which shifted according to the demand of time (Md Salleh et.al

2409). However, agriculture sector in Malaysia is still considered as secondary as compared to other more

popular sectors such as manufacturing, commercial or even the govemment sector. This is largely due to

the conventional opinion that the agricultural sector is a rough job with low salaries and does not promise

a direct good future for the people. And to overcome this problem more farm owners are looking to

migrants labors to work their fields. Even to these workers, agriculture does not seen as attractive as

factories and other commercial establishment. In the Ninth Malaysia PIan 2006 that began in 2005,

agricultural sector experienced a decrease in their work force, from 7.42 million in 2000 to L40 million.

In the recent years, some of the issues concerning the local agriculture industry are that the reliance on

foreign workers is also very worrying. According to a study, in 2000, there were 190,000 legal foreigrr

workers in this sector. The Ninth Malaysia Plan in 2006 also identified that the migration of youth from

this sector has also resulted in many elderly workers remaining in agriculture sector. Current statistics

shows 43.8 percent of farmers in Malaysia are in the age group of 55 years and above, while only 25.3 per

cent in the range of 15 to 40 years. Based on the previous study by Malik, &Mohairu{1992) and Aliasak

et al. ( 1993), determined that this migration occurs because the children of the farmers, especially Small

holders were no more interested in the agricultural sector. The low socio-economic standard associated

with the agricultural sector is the prime reason for this migration. These youth would prefer to look for

greener pastures in other field that promise better retum such as in industrial sector. More secured

employment opportunities in big cities cannot be matched with the much volatile employment in

agriculture sector.

Youth can be involved in various sectors and this is no exception also the agricultural sector. Overall

in general it has been identified that we the involvement of youth in the agricultural sector has decreased.

Therefore, to solve this problem, designing a rigorous and robust program to involve youth i4 agriculture
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need to be developed. Awareness campaign to change perceptions and responses public about the

agricultural sector and downstream industries based on it should be made for alerting the public that

agriculture is actually a business, a commercial areas that are profitable non-traditional activities for meet

household food needs solely using bone extremities, otherwise a developed industrial machinery and

equipment Modern and valued for the export market. Although there is an increase in awareness of the

opportunities in the agricultural sector, lack of manpower is still a problem.

According to Mohamed (2009), the Ministry of Agriculture and Agro-based Industry has taken three

approaches to attract young people including graduates and unemployed youth to venture into agriculture.

These approaches include the provision of training, funding by Agro Bank and inflastructure support. The

percentage ofthe age distribution ofthose involved in the agricultural sector in the three regions in the

state of Pahang showed that most of the people who work in the agricultural sector arc made up of groups

older generation.

There are several factors that influence the youth to choose a career in agricultural. These factors

which are extracted from the review of previous literature review are socio'demography, attitudes,

acceptance and knowledge discussed in the subsequent sections. Interest is influenced by two factors:

internal factors (intrinsic) and extemal factors (extrinsic). Intemal factors mean interests that exist

naturally in a person while external factors mean interest arising from extemal influences such as teachers,

parents and peers. The influence of intemal factors is stronger than extemal factors.

3. Method

The study involved primary and secondary data collection methods. Two locations were identified

for the study, Pahang and Johor in Penisular Malaysia. Johor State has the most number of

smallholders in Peninsular Malaysia followed by Perak, Selangor and Pahang. The collection of

primary data was through surveys conducted by distributing questionnaires to students of forms 2 and 4 at

Sg. Krau Primary School in Pahang. This school was chosen because most of the students are children of

small scale oil palm farmers. In addition, questionnaires were also distributed to youth aged between 13-

30 years in villages around Temerloh, Pahang (a sparsely populated small farming community). Overall

number of respondents totaled 303. This study will also interview village leaders and parents to get their

views on youth involvement in agriculture and oil palm program which can help to encourage young

people to get involved in the sector. Interviews were also conducted with officials of MPOB

(Malaysian Palm Oil Board) to get their views on the role played by opinion leaders in helping

young people to take up agriculture, especially palm oil. Secondary data collection is dependent

on resources such as books, journals and reports and bulletins published by the MPOB.
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4. Finding

4.1 Knowledge towards Palm Oil Industry

The highest mean for knowledge item is 'Palm oil is an important sector that contributes to national

income' which is 4.36. Most youth also know that the entry of foreign workers is very high with item 'We

import a lot of foreign workers to work in oil palm plantations'having a mean of 3.87. The third highest

mean, which is 3.79 is for the item "Malaysia is the major producer of palm oil in the world '. The lowest

item mean, 2:55, is for the item'Palm oil is considered inferior to imported oil. The seeond lowest mean

(2.88) is for the item 'I know the type of chemical used in the plantation / palm oil plantations'.

Table 3: Youth knowledge about the oil palm industry

Knov/1edge Mcall SD

In addition to producing oil, oil palm can also be used as home furnishings

and cosmetic tools.

Oil Palm is an important sector that contributes to national income.

Palm oil is considered inferior to imported oil.

Malaysia is a major oil palm producer in the world.

Palm oil has high cholesterol than olive oil.
The nutritional value of palm oil is more than imported oil.
I know the type of chemical used in the plantation / oil palm plantations.

I do not know where oil palm fruit is sold i marketed.

In oil palm plantations, we can breed animals and plant vegetables.

We import a lot of foreign workers to work in the oil palm plantations.

I know the type of machinery used on the farm / oil pahn plantation.

I know every firnction of the machinery used in farm loil palm plantation.

MPOB provide assistance to oil palm small holders.

I know the kind of fertilizer used on farms / palm oil plantations.

I have knowledge of the seed used in farms / palm oil plantation.

Skills and abilities that I have can be used to help the development of the oil
palm industry.

3.45

4.36

2.55

3.79

3,58

3.53

2.88

2.92

3.43

3.87

3.45

3.00

3.67

3.12

2.78

3.08

1.096

.800

1.037

.970

1.039

.912

1.090

1,160

1.213

1.137

1.087

1.034

.947

1.069

1.033

1.071

4.2Type of Job that Related to Palm Oil Industry

A total of 102 respondents chose the food service (33.7 %) and followed by laboratory services

(26.7%). Some 3.3% of respondents chose mechanic and repair services and 2.3Yo chose work related to

accounts and finance.
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Table 3:Job Rel激 ed to 01l Palm hdustり

Rclated Job                              Frcquency    Percentage

Account & Financial

Engineering

Mechanical & repair services

Manufacture

Food services

Laboratory services

Business

7       2.3
58          19.1

10

21

3.3

6.9

102         33.7

81 26.7

24          7.9

N:303

4.3 Youth Interest in Oil Palm Industry

Table 4 shows a comparison of the mean of the item for youths interest to engage in oil palm

plantation. The Item, 'I wish that the school provides awareness regarding the activities of oil palm'

recorded the highest mean (3.70). This is followed by the item, 'I am interested if there is an opportunity

to study about oil palm' with a mean of 3.56. Both the items, 'I will enjoy if the teacher gives an exposure

and motivation related to oil palm industry in-depth ' and ' I will be happy if I can go to the oil palm

plantation for farming activity' recorded the third highest mean of 3.49.

Table 4: Mean for youth's interest in oil palm plantation

Interest NIlean  Std.Dev

1. I wish that the school gives exposure to activities related to oil palm.
2.I arn interested in discussing with my friends activities in oil palm
plantation.
3. I will be happy if teachers give exposure and motivation related to the oil
palm industry.
4. I will be happy if I get to visit the oil palm plantation and carry out farming
activities.
5. I am interested in getting the opportunity to study about oil palm.

6. I will strive to further my education I trairung in agriculture in the future.

7. My ambition is to choose the palm oil industry as a career later in life.
8. If there is a course organized by any organization related to oil palm, I will
not miss the opportunity to take part.

9. The experience I have had, has made me interested to engage in the oil
palm sector.
10. I tend to find the necessary information about the oil palm industry /
sector.
1 l. I do not like working in the oil palm industry.
12. Agriculture is not something foreign to me. Therefore involving in Oil
palm is not something difficult.

3.49      1.088

3.56      .984

3.12     1.105

3.70

2.83

3.49

2.89

3.15

3.01

2.84

.989

.976

1.019

1.017

.985

1.036

.977
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3.42 .976

4.4 Agents of socialization and formation of Interest

Table 5 shows that there is no significant difference between the agent of socialisation and the

interests of the respondents, that is the value F : 1.068, p>0.05. Therefore, since the result is not

significant, there is no need to do Post Hoc Turkey. This means that each agent of socialization whether

parents, friends, school and the media provides good information giving rise to the interest. The analysis

found the mean between groups and within groups to be almost sarne,l.72 and 1.6i.

Table 5: One-way ANOVA measuring the difference in agents of socialization towards interest among the

youth to venture into oil palm

Dominant social
orientation Sum of Squares df Mean F Sig.

1.068 .371

.359

.359

Significant level : p< 0.01

5. Discussion

The study found that knowledge of youth on the oil palm sector is generally a.verage. This situation

must be addressed by the government because the youth living in the oil palm plantation areas have

average level of knowledge regarding oil palm. Employment in the agricultural sector is still considered

Bctween Groups

Within Groups

Total

63.977

428.900

492.878

37

265

302

1,729

1.618

*p>0.05

4.5 Knowledge and Interest

There was a significant relationship between youths and knowledge of youth related to oil palm, r

: .359, p <0.01. These results also show that the variables of knowledge and interests have a positive

relationship p <0.01. The positive correlation (.359) shows that the knowledge of the youth has created an

interest in the oil palm industry.

Table 5: Correlation analysis for interest and knowledge

Variables

(1)Illterest

(2)ICnoWledge
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unfavorable, dirty and need to work hard while incomes are low. The situation is the same as in some

other countries such as Ghana. In Ghana, youth are far from changing their perceptions on agriculture as a

meaningful work opportunity relative to white collar employment. Most of them still view agdculture, not

as a lucrative business venture, but as a mean occupation for the uneducated, rural poor people. Few take

the initiative to acquire knowledge on the sector, understand the government investments in the sector

(especially those targeting youth), or even leam from those few who are already involved in the sector.

Some would rather remain jobless than soil their hands with farm labour that is not rewarding (Grace

Mwaura 2014).

Most of the youths still see oil palm as associated with food services. The agriculture sector is not

considered a business or any area that may be associated with work involving accounts and finance,

engineering and manufacturing. Youth believed that agricultural industry is not a vibrant industry as it

generatos only meager income (Gidarakou, 1999). Hence, the attitude of youths in general is that getting

involved in agriculture sector is seen as a temporary experience, acceptable as an answer to

unemployment problem only for such time until better solution can be found (Girdarakou, 1996). Silva et

al. (2010) stated that income is not a major determinant in creating a positive attitude towards agriculture

activities. Generally, lower income people tend to choose agriculture activity as their main money

generating activity or as a side income.

Knowledge too has become a key factor in influencing perception, and this trend is set to be intensified

(Silva et al., 2009). In the 21st century, knowledge accumulation and application will drive people's

perception (Silva et al., 2009). When this occurs, it increases the possibility of having more positive

perception towards contract farming (Silva et a1.,2009). There is no doubt that new scientific knowledge

coupled with concems for the .social, economic and environmental aspects of agriculture brought

Malaysian agriculture sector into a physical transition (Murad et al., 2008).

The study also showed that interest shown by the youth of oil palm farmers is also ayerage. Although

the respondents have relevant background related to oil palm, living and exposed to environment

associated with oil palm, it is clear that their interest in oil palm is not so deep. Agents of socialization

play an important role in the formation of youth interest. In this research interest has a significant

relationship with knowledge. Someone is interested when he has knowledge of the matter. Knowledge is

acquired through the socialization youth with parents, friends, education (schools) and the media.

In this study, socializatton plays an important role in helping the youth to develop interest in the

agricultural sector. Most of the respondents are working in the oil palm plantations because their families

are involved in the same work. There are respondents who do have an interest in working in oil palm

plantations because they felt it was also a profitable business if the output of the oil palm is diversified
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and not only to produce oil. Agents of socialization such as parents, school, friends, the media should play

an important role in encouraging youth to engage in agriculture sector.

Previous researchers have found small farmers who are successful is because of their ability to

control the diversification of economic opportunities (Nurul Hadirah Masura 2016). The secret of their

success can be used as icons or opinion leader for others, especially the younger generations, who are

already exposed to this sector, but what is needed is to create awareness and enthusiasm for success

through participation in oil palm agriculture. Opinion leaders have been found to be more knowledgeable

about, and enduringly involved with the relevant product. Individuals who are highly involved with a

product are more likely to be interested in and accumulate knowledge about the product (Chan & Misra

1990). All informants who identified as opinion leaders in this study are still doing the farm work

themselves, even though they have workers. These farm owners are skilled in what they are doing and

still are directly involved and not jist leave the farm work to the employers alone. Knowledge related to

products such as the purchase of seeds, the use of the suitable pesticides, the latest breed of palm oil,

fertilzers and the latest technologies related to oil palm should be known by an opinion leader. In addition,

other recent features are opinion seekers who have a positive and modest relationship with the intensity of

an opinion leader's influence. Opinion leaders cannot exist without the opinion seekers as opinion leaders

give advice requested by the opinion seekers (Clement, propped an Rott, 2007).Therefore, opinion

leadership may be an indication of innovativeness; opinion leaders may be created from early adopters to

persuade later adopters to try a new product or service (Chan & Misra 1990). The two-step flow of

communication implies that the leaders leam from and form opinions on to others. These receivers

influenced by opinion leadership, the consumers at the end of the two step influenpe flow, are the opinion

seekers. Opinion leaders cannot.exists without opinion seekers, implying that opinion seeking is also

domain specific (Flynn, Goldsmith & Eastman 2001). Despite all the informants were successful as

entrepreneurs and oil palm smallholders, they still ask for advice from the government agency responsible

for oil palm such as the Malaysian Palm Oil Board (MPOB) and Area Farmers' Orgarttzation MPOB still

plays a major role because all the informants are oil palm smallholders registered under the agency.

Although one important feature of the opinion leader is innovative, a precursor to new products, at the

same time they are opinion seekers before introducing producst to others. Katz and lazarsfeld (1955) also

stated that a desire to be a member of a group is a motivating factor in adopting the values and beliefs of

the group's leaders. Opinion leaders who are directly involved in the oil palm industry are more

trusted by the youth as compared to the leaders who hold key positions at the village level but

partially involved in the sector.
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6. Conclusion

Overall, knowledge and interest of youth is average. Knowledge is significantly correlated with

interest. Socialization plays an important role in fostering interest in youth. Therefore, the govemment

must redouble its efforts to allract youths to get involved in this sector. Among them, is the perception of

youth about the agricultural sector should be changed. The application of technology in agriculture,

access to information about commercial agriculture and agro-based industries, ease of marketing and

technical services, fulI support of government, awareness campaigns through mass media and support

from the family and society are needed to attract the youth to agriculture. Opinion leaders are successful

individuals who play a key role in restoring confidence in the future of the youth towards a career in the

oil palm industry. From the findings, it is apparently clear that formal education is no longer a guarantee

for someone to gain followers because what matters is the experience and expertise in the field. This

applies to opinion leaders who are seen as the bearers of new invention and ways of doing things.
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